
Ophthalmology is the branch of medicine which deals with the diseases and surgery of the visual pathways, including 
the eye, brain, and areas surrounding the eye, such as the lacrimal system and eyelids. By convention the term 
ophthalmologist is more restricted and implies a medically trained surgical specialist. Since ophthalmologists perform 
operations on eyes, they are generally categorized as surgeons. The word ophthalmology comes from the Greek roots 
ophthalmos meaning eye and logos meaning word, thought or discourse; ophthalmology literally means "The science of 
eyes." As a discipline it applies to animal eyes also, since the differences from human practice are surprisingly minor 
and are related mainly to differences in anatomy or prevalence, not differences in disease processes. However, 
veterinary medicine is regulated separately in many countries and states/provinces resulting in few ophthalmologists 
treating both humans and animals.

opHQmolQjE iz TQ brAnC ov medQsin wiC dRlz wiH TQ dizEziz and sUjQrE ov TQ vizyOQl pAHwZz, 
inkludEN TQ I, brZn, and erEiz sQrXndEN TQ I, sQC az TQ lacrimal sisdim and IliYs. bI kinvenCin 
TQ tUm opHQmolQjist iz mL risjriktid and impIz a mediklE CrZnd sUjQkOl sbeSQlist. sins 
opHQmolQjiSYs pifLm opQrZSinz on Iz, TZ A jenrOlE katigirIzd az sUjinz. 
TQ wUd opHQmolQjE kQmz from TQ grEk ruYs ophthalmos mEnEN I and lKgOz mEnEN wUd, HLt L 
diskLs; opHQmolQjE liCrQlE mEnz "TQ sIins ov Iz." az a disQplinz it QplIz tu anQmOl Iz LlsK, sins 
TQ difQrinsiz from hyumin praktis A sQprIzENlE minQ and A rilZtid mZnlE tu difQrinsiz in QnatQmE 
L prevQlins, not difQrinsiz in dizEz prKsesiz. haoevQ, vetinerE medQsin iz regyulZtid sepritlE in 
menE kQntrEz and sdZYs/provinsiz rizowtEN in fyu opHQmolQjiSYs CrEtEN bKH hyuminz and 
animOlz.


