Indigenous Australians are the first human inhabitants of the Australian continent and its nearby islands and their
descendants. Indigenous Australians are distinguished as either Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders, who
currently together make up about 2.6% of Australias population. The Torres Strait Islanders are indigenous to the
Torres Strait |slands which are at the northern-most tip of Queensland near New Guinea. The term "Aborigina" has
traditionally been applied to indigenous inhabitants of mainland Australia, Tasmania, and some of the other adjacent
islands. The use of the term is becoming less common, with names preferred by the various groups becoming more
common. The earliest evidence of human habitation found to date are that of Mungo Man which have been dated at
about 40,000 years old, but the time of arrival of the ancestors of indigenous Australiansis a matter of debate among
researchers, with estimates ranging as high as 125,000 years ago. Thereis great diversity between different indigenous
communities and societies in Australia, each with its own unique cultures, customs and languages. In present day
Australia these groups are further divided into local communities. Although there were over 250 spoken languages at
the start of white settlement, fewer than 200 of these remain in use and all but 20 are considered to be endangered. The
population of indigenous Australians at the time of permanent European settlement has been estimated at between
318,000 and 750,000, with the distribution being similar to that of the current Australian population, with the majority
living in the south-east, centred along the Murray River.

indijanis asjreeleinz A ha fust hyemin inhebitnos ov ia asjreelein kont Anint end its neabl Ilinos
end ten disendinos. indijanis arsjreeleinz A disdiggwisht ez ITA ebarijin@l pep®ml ond tores sjreet
Ilindiz, he karintle tigetin meek Ap Abeot 2.6% ov asjreeleiz popyaleeshin. fia tores sjreet Ilindiz A
indijanis te hiA tores sjreet Ilinos wich A et fiA nathin—-most tip ov genzlind nea nye ginea. A tum
"ebarijin@ml" hez chradishinle ben AplId te indijanis inhebitnos ov meenlend asjreelea, tezmeenen,
ond sam ov A AtA Ajeesint Ilinos. A yes ov TiA tum iz bekameg Les komin, wiTl neemz prifud bl
TiA vereis greps bekameg ma komin.

A uleist evadins ov hyemin hebateeshin feond te deet A tiet ov maggd men wich hev ben deetid ot
Abeot 40,000 yenz owd, bat tia tIm ov Arlvel ov A ensestiz ov indijanis asjreeleinz iz @ meta
ov dibeet Amag resuchiz, will estimios reenjeg ez hl ez 125,000 yenz Ago.

ten iz greet divusate bitwen difrint indijanis kimyenitez end sisIatez in asjreelea, ech wil its on
yenek kowchiz, kAstimz end Leggwajiz. in prezint dee asjreelen ez greps A fuha dividid inte
Lokl kimyenitez. ahd tien wu ova 250 spokin Leggwajiz et A sdAt ov wit set®@lmint, fyewa
Hen 200 ov ez rimeen in yes end al bat 20 A kinsidid t e be indeenjid. fiA popyAaleeshin ov indijanis
asjreeleinz et ia tIm ov pumanint yerapein set mlmint hez ben estimit ot bitwen 318,000 end
750,000, wiTl ©ia disjrabyeshin beg simlLa te het ov A karint asjreelein popyaleeshin, wiTl fia
majorate liveg in A seoTl-Eest, sentid Alog A mAre riva.



